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have allowed essentially a state for-
eign-owned company to own port ter-
minals in America. I mean, that just
sailed through the administration’s
process. They basically ignored Federal
law and allowed it to happen. We
passed a law to tighten that. That
passed 423-0. No threat to veto there.
We weren’t going to allow that situa-
tion to continue. We need to ensure
foreign countries do not own our port
terminals and further undermining our
security in America.

Now we have passed the military con-
struction appropriations bill that
would ensure that we have the largest
single increase in veterans health care
in American history, in addition to the
Wounded Warrior Assistance Act which
responds to the Walter Reed scandal,
also ignored by the Republicans. That
passed 426-0, but it took Democrats to
pass that legislation.

Really what this is about is who is
for homeland security and who is just
talk; who is for homeland security and
who is just kidding. At the end of the
day, actions are what speak louder
than words. It is what you learned in
kindergarten: Follow what people do,
don’t just listen to them talk, talk,
talk. We have to show the American
people what the Democrats are trying
to accomplish that Republicans and
this President is trying to block.

Mr. ALTMIRE. I just want to remind
our colleagues who are with us tonight
and watching us tonight that this is
about preventing the Democrats from a
legislative victory. It is not about the
budget because this is compliant with
pay-as-you-go rules.

I was amused in listening to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida when I thought
about what one of the major Repub-
lican Presidential candidates said re-
cently, ‘“The Democrats don’t under-
stand terrorism.”” The gentlewoman
went through a very lengthy list of
things that we have done here in the
first 6 months on homeland security
and on terrorism, and the fact that the
President is threatening to veto many
of those initiatives.

I would ask the question rhetori-
cally, who among us, the Democrats or
Republicans, don’t understand ter-
rorism? I think we are the ones putting
forward initiative after initiative after
initiative compliant with PAYGO rules
to prevent terrorist attacks, as much
as it is possible to do that, and to ad-
dress these issues in a way that has not
been done. It has languished for years.

The 9/11 Commission recommenda-
tions were put forward in 2003. Here we
are 4 years later. September 11 took
place nearly 6 years ago. We still have
not implemented the recommendations
of the 9/11 Commission, and that is in-
defensible.

I would just say to anyone who says
it is the Democrats who don’t under-
stand terrorism to take a look at the
list that the gentlewoman has put for-
ward that we have done in only 6
months after these initiatives have
languished year after year.
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Mr. Speaker, I tell my colleagues, for
more information, if they would like to
learn, of course you can go to Speak-
er.gov/30something, or there is now a
link on the Speaker’s Web site to the
30-something Working Group of which
the three of us are members as well as
Mr. MURPHY and Mr. RYAN and others.
So that site is www.speaker.gov, click
on the 30-something icon and you can
learn more about the issues and see the
charts, even the gentleman’s Velcro
chart which is now missing.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. And
you can e-mail us as well.

Mr. ALTMIRE. That is
30somethingDems@mail.house.gov.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I would like to
thank Mr. ALTMIRE Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

Mr. Speaker, we have to remember
that $2 billion-plus a week are being
spent in Iraq as we are here trying to
resolve issues that we don’t have
money to resolve them.

Also I think it is important, at the
top of the hour I meant to give this re-
port, but as of this morning, June 18,
2007, at 10 a.m. the death total in Iraq
is 3,617. Wounded in action and re-
turned to duty is 14,283. Wounded in ac-
tion and not returning to duty is 11,667.
I think it is important that we share
that with the Members constantly.

Mr. Speaker, I am also asking Mem-
bers, I am trying to find a picture and
I have been looking high and low for
somebody to e-mail us a picture of this
great White House meeting that the
President had with the Republicans
standing behind him saying they won’t
participate in overriding his veto of ac-
countability in Iraq. I need that pic-
ture because we need that to be a chart
so that we can discourage our friends
on the other side of the aisle from
going down and standing in the school-
house door on behalf of the majority of
Americans’ priorities.

Mr. Speaker, it was an honor to ad-
dress the House once again.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today and June 19 until
6:00 p.m.

Mr. BisHOP of Georgia (at the request
of Mr. HOYER) for today.

Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today.

Ms. EsHOO (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for June 7 after 3 p.m. and June
15 after 4 p.m.

Mr. REYES (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of travel
delays due to weather.

Mr. LucAs (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of trav-
el delays.

Mr. SULLIVAN (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of long-
standing family obligations.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
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lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 25.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 25.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, June 19 and 20.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today, June 19, 20, 21 and 22.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida,
for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. KUHL of New York, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-

rial:)
Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, today.
———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 19, 2007, at 9 a.m., for morn-
ing-hour debate.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2236. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on a transaction involving U.S. ex-
ports to Israel pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as
amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2237. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the Nevada
State Implementation Plan, Washoe County
District Health Department [EPA-R09-OAR-
2006-0619; FRL-8327-3] received June 12, 2007,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2238. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Protection of Stratospheric
Ozone: Allocation of Essential Use Allow-
ances for Calendar Year 2007. [EPA-HQ-OAR-
2006-0159; FRIL.-8325-5] (RIN: 2060-AN81) re-
ceived June 12, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2239. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Revisions to the
Nevada State Implementation Plan; Request
for Rescission [EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0590; FRL-
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